A Short history of The Lizard Chapel
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First published February 2005.  Updated 2009.
A New Chapel

The present chapel at The Lizard was built in 1864, when an earlier one on Cross Common was no longer able to take the enlarging congregation.  It can seat 250 people, about half the population in 1864, and was built of local stone quarried and transported free by local farmers.  

The Chapel enlarges

A large Sunday School room with space for 60 children was added in 1880.

A Pipe Organ

The present pipe organ was installed in 1895.  Prior to that we can imagine a pedal harmonium providing the music and vainly trying to be heard above two hundred people.  

New Lighting

Petrol vapour lights were installed in 1912, being replaced by electric lights in the 1930s when the mains supply reached the village.

Further Facilities

A kitchen and modern toilet were added in 1952.

Repairs and Redecoration
The roof of the Sunday School was badly damaged by a storm in 1979, and in the period up to 1884 following the roof repair, major redecoration work was undertaken throughout the chapel.  The Chapel is a Grade 2 listed building.
Lizard Feasts
The Lizard Feast day is the nearest Sunday to 19th June, and on this day and following days of the week the Chapel and other organisations in the village were involved in various activities.  These were clearly major events as they have been written about and created fond memories in people still living in the village.  Present older memories of the congregation can remember, on Feast Monday, following the banner and band around the village prior to taking part in sports and a tea treat; they always stopped at the home of Miss Thomas in Penmenner Road where the kind lady gave each child a bag of sweets, and in later years the parade visited Miss Wallace at Maenheere.  On Feast Tuesday a similar performance was held by the other chapel on the village Green, a breakaway chapel also built in the 19th Century.  Feast activities in the 19th Century are described in the book “ A corner of old Cornwall” by E. Bonham and published in 1896; it describes life at Churchtown Farm.  In the days leading up to Feast Sunday there would be diligent tidying and white-washing for on Feast Sunday many friends and relations would arrive and stay for up to 7 days for the duration of the festivities.  Much cooking preparation was necessary, especially of bread, saffron cake and pasties – enough for 40 people at Churchtown Farm for the week.  Feast Sunday was special with very popular services in the morning, followed by a major dinner in the homestead when a traditional dish was lamb pie.  The book also records that on Feast Monday a certain couple would travel from Helston laden with wares for sale on a stall they would set up on the village Green.  Over the years the number of stalls increased and they would extend from the Green to the Post Office for several days.  Everyone had a new outfit for the chapel services at which the children took part in singing special hymns.  Sunday services were held at 11 am, 2.30 pm and 6 pm.  
Combined Forces

In 1935, with diminishing numbers of worshippers, a decision was taken for the two chapels in the village to combine forces at one location.  The United Methodist Free Church known affectionately as “The Little Ship” on the Village Green was closed and the Wesleyan Chapel became the meeting place; it became known as The Lizard Methodist Chapel.  The short pews with rounded tops are understood to have come from the “Little Ship”

Church Services and Meetings

Until recent times two major services were held each Sunday, at 11 am and 6 pm.  The Sunday School also met each Sunday.  Mid-week prayer and praise services have nearly always been strong features of chapel life and until recently the Chapel notice board still proclaimed a Women’s fellowship meeting on Tuesdays at 2.30 pm and a Fellowship Meeting at 7.30 pm on Thursdays.  Neither now meet.  On Friday evening there was a Guild to which different speakers were invited.  Sadly from the hundreds of worshippers a hundred years ago, the numbers at a single service each Sunday have fallen to about 20 mainly older people and the Sunday School no longer meets.  The midweek meetings have recently made somewhat of a recovery.  They are now attended by Christians from both major denominations ( Anglican and Methodist) and are held in peoples homes.  

In the early 1940s members of the American 29th Infantry Brigade were stationed at Morwenna House in Church Cove Road.  Some of these soldiers attended chapel at Sunday morning services, all the long central downstairs pews being reserved for them and these pews were often full.  The soldiers eventually left for Trebah Beach where they embarked for the D-day landings at Omaha Beach in France.  

Into the 21st Century

The chapel has a rich heritage, providing a sound base on which to move forward.  The 1933 “Methodist Hymn Book” is much loved and is still in regular use.  This was supplemented in 2004 by the addition of “Complete Mission Praise”.  Lowertown Chapel, near Helston, closed its doors in 2008 and kindly presented their copies of “Hymns and Psalms” to The Lizard Chapel.  Three sets of CDs entitled “No Organist, No Problem” have also been acquired for use when no organist is available.  These provide 600 different hymn and song tunes for use in worship.
The Lizard village continues to grow, with the building of many new dwellings in recent years.  There is also a large influx of visitors who help to swell the summer congregations.  The chapel has responded to these changes in a variety of ways. There is now a time for fellowship, including refreshments, following the main Sunday morning service.  Once a month, there is an evening “SHARE” meeting, a time for informal fellowship, which is currently held in The Rectory. 

Midweek meetings typically include a bible study group, a prayer meeting (part of the Cornwall Prayer Initiative) and an evening meeting at the Rectory.  Members from the chapel have helped to organise and run local “Alpha” courses.  

Strong links have been forged with the Cornwall District Evangelism Team.  One of the team’s prayer stations is now based at the chapel for use throughout West Cornwall.  We also work with Ambassadors for Christ who help us with outreach work on the Lizard Green during the summer months.  The chapel and schoolroom are also available for use by other groups in the community.
The “Open Doors” Project was considerably expanded in 2009.  The Chapel is now open each day during the summer months so that visitors may simply look round, enjoy the peace of the prayer corner or visit one of the displays and exhibitions.  Other events included coffee mornings, recitals and cream teas.
Modern communications have opened new possibilities for taking the Good News to others.  The chapel produces a regular monthly newsletter “Light at The Lizard” and also has a website which can be found at www.lizardchapel.com 
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